Lord $¢i Rama’s Message of Dharma to Ayodhya
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$ri ramacandra krpalu bhaja manaharana bhava bhaya darunam
nava kafija locana kafija mukha kara kafija pada kafijjarunam
kandarpa aganita amita chabi nava nila niraja sundaram
pata pita manahu tadita ruci Suci naumi janakasuta varam
bhaja dinabandhu dinesa danava daitya vansa nikandanam
raghunanda ananda kanda kosala canda dasaratha nandanam
sira mukuta kundala tilaka caru udaru anga vibhtisanam
ajanu bhuja Sara capa dhara sangrama jita khara dasanam
iti vadati tulasidasa Sankara $esa muni mana rafijanam
mama hrdaya kanja nivasa kuru kamadi khala dala gafijanam
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Cau.: eka bara raghunatha bolde, gura dvija purabasi saba 3&e.
baithe gura muni aru dvija sajjana, bole bacana bhagata bhava bharmjana.1.

One day, invited by St Raghunitha, the Lord of the Raghus, the preceptor Vasistha
and other leading Brahmanas and all the other citizens assembled in the royal court. When
the preceptor and the other sages and Brahmanas as well as all other gentlemen had taken
their seats, the Lord who puts an end to the round of births and deaths of His devotees,
addressed them in the following words: (D
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sunahu sakala purajana mama bani, kahai na kachu mamata ura ani.

nahi aniti nahi kachu prabhutal, sunahu karahu jo tumhahi sohai.2.
“Listen to My words, citizens all: I am not going to say anything out of attachment for

you in My heart; I do not ask you to do anything wrong, nor do I make use of My authority.
Therefore, listen to Me and if you agree (o it, you may please act accordingly. (2)
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soi sevaka priyatama mama sol, mama anusasana manai jor.
jai aniti kachu bhasai bhai, tau mohi barajahu bhaya bisarai.3.

“He is My servant/follower (%= ) and he is dearest to Me, who obeys My command.
If I say something which is wrong, brethren, be not afraid to correct Me. 3
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baRé bhaga manusa tanu pava, sura durlabha saba gramthanhi gava.
sadhana dhama moccha kara dvara, pai na jehi paraloka savara.d.

“It is by good fortune that you have secured a human body, which, as declared by
all the scriptures, is difficult even for the gods to attain. It is a tabernacle suitable for
spiritual endeavours, gateway to liberation and he who fails to earn liberation, hereafter,
even on attaining it, 4)
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so paratra dukha pavai sira dhuni dhuni pachitai,
kalahi karmahi  isvarahi mithya dosa lagai.43.

“he suffers torture in the other world and beats his head in remorse, wrongly
attributing the blame to Time, Fate and God. (43)
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ehi tana kara phala bisaya na bhai, svargau svalpa amta dukhadai.
nara tanu pai bisayd mana dehi, palati sudha te satha bisa lehi.1.

Do.:

Cau.:

“Sensuous enjoyment, brethren, is not the be-all and end-all of human existence;
even heavenly enjoyment is short-lived and ends in sorrow. The fools, who devote their
mind to the pleasures of sense even after attaining human birth, take poison in exchange
for nectar. (1)
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tahi kabahu bhala kahai na koi, gurhja grahai parasa mani khoi.

akara cari laccha caurasi, joni bhramata yaha jiva abinasi.2.
“None will ever speak well of him who picks up a peppercorn throwing away the
philosopher’s stone. This immortal soul goes round through eighty-four lakh species of

life, falling under four broad divisions. (2)
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phirata sada maya kara prera, kala karma subhava guna ghera.
kabahika Kkari dehi, deta hetu
“Driven by Maya (My deluding potency) and encompassed by Time, destiny,

Nature and phenomenal existence, it ever drifts along. Rarely does God, who loves the Jiva
without any self-interest, graciously bestow on it a human form, (3)

karuna nara isa binu sanehi.3.
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nara tanu bhava baridhi kahd bero, sanmukha maruta anugraha mero.
karanadhara sadagura drRha nava, durlabha saja sulabha kari pava.4.

“which is a veritable raft whereby it can cross the ocean of mundane existence, with
My grace for a favourable wind, and a worthy preceptor for a helmsman to steer this strong
bark—a combination which, though difficult to secure, has been made easily available to
him (Jiva). (4)
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Do.: jo na tarai bhava sagara nara samaja asa pai,
so krta nimdaka marmdamati atmahana gati jai.44.

“The man who, though equipped with all these resources, fails to cross the ocean
of metempsychosis is ungrateful and dull-witted and meets the fate of a suicider. (44)
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Cau.: jaii paraloka ihd sukha cahahi, suni mama bacana hrdaya drRha gahaha.
sulabha sukhada maraga yaha bhai, bhagati mori purana $ruti gaii.
“If you seek happiness here as well as hereafter, listen to My words and imbibe

them deeply in your heart. Devotion to My feet is an easy and pleasant road, brethren,
extolled in the Puranas and Vedas. (1)
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gyana agama pratyGha aneka, sadhana kathina na mana kahi teka.
karata kasta bahu pavai kou, bhakti hina mohi priya nahi sou.2.
“Gnosis (the path of knowledge) is difficult to attain and beset with numerous

obstacles. The path is rugged and there is no solid ground for the mind to rest on. Scarcely
one attains it after a hard struggle; yet, lacking in Devotion, the man fails to win My love. (2)
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baira na bigraha asa na trasa, sukhamaya tahi sada saba asa.
anararhbha aniketa amani, anagha arosa daccha bigyani.3.
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bhakti sutarhtra sakala sukha khani, binu satasarhga na pavahi pran.

punya purhja binu milahi na sarmta, satasarmgati sarmsrti kara amta.s.

“He who has no enmity or quarrel with anyone and is devoid of expectation (hope)
and fear—to such a man all the quarters are ever full of joy. Undertaking nothing (with
an interested motive), without one’s own home (he who does not have attachment in the
house), without pride and without sin, free from wrath, diligent and alert in devotion, (3)
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priti sada sajjana sarnsarga, trna sama bisaya svarga apabarga.
bhagati paccha hatha nahi sathatai, dusta tarka saba dori bahai4.

“Devotion is independent and is a mine of all blessings; men, however, cannot attain
it except through the fellowship of saints. Saints for their part are inaccessible without
abundance of merits; communion with the Lord’s devotees in any case brings (o an end
the cycle of births and deaths. 3)
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punya eka jaga mahi nahi dija, mana krama bacana bipra pada puja.

sanukula tehi para muni deva, jo taji kapatu karai dvija seva.d4. ) ] ) ) ]
“Ever loving the company of saints and accounting the enjoyments even of heaven

as well as final beatitude as no more than a blade of grass, tenaciously adhering to the cult
of Devotion but avoiding bigotry, and giving up all perverse (sophistical) reasoning, (4)
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Do.: mama guna grama nama rata gata mamata mada moha,
ta kara sukha soi janai paranamda samdoha.46.

“fond of singing and hearing My glories and devoted to My Name, and free from
attachment to the world, arrogance and infatuation—the felicity that such a man enjoys 1s

“There is only one meritorious act in this world and no other—to adore the feet of
the Brahmanas by thought, word and deed. The sages and gods are propitious to him who
cuilelessly serves the twice-born (the Brahmanas). (4)
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aurau eka guputa mata sabahi kahau kara jori,
samkara bhajana bina nara bhagati na pavai mori.45.

“With folded hands I lay before you all another secret doctrine: without adoring

Do.:

-

Sankara, man cannot attain devotion to Me. (45)
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kahahu bhagati patha kavana prayasa, joga na makha japa tapa upavasa.

sarala subhava na mana kutilai, jatha labha  samtosa  sadai.l.

“Tell Me what hard labours are involved in treading the path of Devotion: it requires
neither Yoga (mind-control), nor sacrifices, nor Japa (muttering of prayers), nor penance,
nor fasting. A guileless disposition, a mind free from perversity and absolute contentment
with whatever one may get—this is all that is needed. (1
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mora dasa kahai nara asa, karai tau kahahu kaha bisvasa.

bahuta kahal ka katha baRhai, ehi &carana basya mai bhai.2.

“If he who 1s called a devotee yet counts upon man, tell me, what faith does he have
in Me? What use My prolonging the subject further: I am won over by the conduct of a
man as depicted below, O brethren:— (2)

Cau.:

known to him alone who has become one with God, the embodiment of supreme bliss.”(46)
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sunata sudhasama bacana rama ke, gahe sabani
janani janaka gura bamdhu hamare, krpa nidhana

Cau.: pada krpadhama ke.
prana te pyare.1.

On hearing S$i7 Rama’s nectar-like words all clasped the feet of the All-merciful.

“Fountain of mercy! You are our father and mother, preceptor and kinsman; You are
dearer to us than our own life. (1)
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tanu dhanu dhama rama hitakari, saba bidhi tumha pranatarati harn.
asi sikha tumha binu dei na ko, matu pita svaratha rata ou.2.

“Rama, You are our body, wealth and habitat and You are beneficent to us in

everyway, relieving, as You do, the agony of the suppliant. None other than You could
give such instruction; for even father and mother all look to their own interests. (2)
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hetu rahita jaga juga upakar, tumha tumhara sevaka asurar.
svaratha mita sakala jaga mahi, sapanehtii prabhu paramaratha nahi.3.

“O Destroyer of demons! Yoursell and Your servants are the only two selfless
benefactors (gratuitously kind) in this world. Everyone else in this world has his own
interest to serve; no one thinks of others” spiritual interests even in a dream, O Lord”. (3)
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saba ke bacana prema rasa sane, suni raghunatha hrdaya harasane.
nija nija grha gae ayasu pai, baranata prabhu batakahi suhai.4.

Sri Raghunitha was delighted at heart to hear the words of all, steeped as they were
in the nectar of love. On receiving the Lord’s permission they returned to their own
abodes, recounting on the way the Lord’s ennobling discourse. 4)
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Do.: uma avadhabasi nara nari krtaratha rlpa,
brahma saccidanamda ghana raghunayaka jaha bhupa.47.

“Umd, (continues Lord Siva,) the people of Ayodhya, both men and women, are the
very picture of blessedness: for, Sr1 Raghunatha, who is none other than Brahma, the
embodiment of truth, intelligence and bliss, rules there as king.” (47)




